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order to relieve Lincolnshire, and if possible to penetrate to Yorkshire and assist the Fairfaxes. Cromwell was eager to carry out his orders, but first one $ then another local commander declined to leave his particular locality unprotected. " Better it were that Leicester were not," said Cromwell, " than that there should not be found an immediate taking of ^ the field by our forces to accomplish the common ends/' He himself set out for Lincolnshire, and at Grantham on May I3th defeated a royalist force twice the size of his own. The Royalists were beaten mainly through their inferior tactics. Their commander had twenty-one troops and some dragoons to Cromwell's twelve, but he never attempted to charge. The two bodies of horse stood about ^ musket-shot from each other, and their dragoons exchanged shots for about half an hour.                       /
" Then," says Cromwell's despatch, " they not advancing toward us we agreed to charge them . . . we came on with our troops at a pretty round trot, they standing      ^ firm to receive us : and our men charging fiercely upon      y them,  by  God's   providence    they  were   immediately routed and ran all away, and we had the execution of them two or three miles."
Ten days later, Cromwell reached Nottingham l and joined the forces of Lincolnshire and Derbyshire, but with all his eagerness he could get no farther. The three commanders quarrelled, and one of them, Captain John Hotham, was secretly in correspondence with the Royalists. To add to Cromwell's difficulties, some of his soldiers were j